
 

In the News… 

Seven Plead Guilty to Health Care Fraud Conspiracy Involving False Billing In order to receive payment 

from South Carolina Medicaid, former owners, employees and business associates of the Wrights Care Services, 

LLC submitted inflated bills and false medical records.  (More)  

U.S. reaches a $1.25 Million Settlement with South Carolina Family Practice Clinics Colonial Family 

Practice, LLC, a physician-owned primary and urgent care practice with multiple clinics in South Carolina, has 
agreed to a $1.25 million settlement to resolve allegations that it violated the False Claims Act by billing 

Medicare, Medicaid, and TRICARE for medically unnecessary nuclear stress tests.   (More) 
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MEDICARE 

Medicare Appeals Process 
An appeal, or redetermination, 
is a formal way to ask for a 
review of a coverage decision 
about health care services.  
Medicare has 5 appeal process 
levels: 

1. MAC Redetermination 
2. Qualified Independent 

Contractor Reconsideration 
3. Office of Medicare Hearings 

and Appeals Disposition 
4. Medicare Appeals Council  
5. U.S. District Court Judicial  

The appeal progression must 
follow in level order and each 
level has its own requirements.  
Generally, the time, resources 
and costs increase with each 
level.  Additionally, beginning 
with level 3, there is a minimum 
threshold for the dollar amount 
that remains in controversy.   

For complete details on the 
Medicare appeals process see 
this MLN Booklet. 

 

REGULATORY 

IPO List Returns CMS formally 
revived the inpatient-only (IPO) list 
and will resume moving 
procedures off the list a handful at 
a time.  The 298 procedures that 
were dropped from the IPO list on 
Jan. 1, 2021, will be back on it with 
a few exceptions on Jan. 1, 2022, 
when the rule takes effect, and 
once again, procedures that CMS 
takes off the IPO list one at a time 
will be spared audits for two years.  
The only procedures that will not 
return to the IPO list are lumbar 
spine fusion, shoulder and ankle 
reconstruction, and the 
corresponding anesthesia codes.  
CMS said it will resume using five 
criteria to decide whether to move 
a procedure off the IPO list, 
including whether “the procedure 
is related to codes that we have 
already removed from the IPO list” 
and “a determination is made that 
the procedure is being furnished in 
numerous hospitals on an 
outpatient basis.”  Complete 
details can be found in the OPPS 
final rule.  

DID YOU KNOW? 

Conflict of Interest and Gifting 
Policies Teammates should 
exercise good faith in all 
transactions associated with their 
duties at Roper St. Francis 
Healthcare. Teammates may not 
use their positions, or any 
knowledge gained from their 
positions, in any way to create a 
conflict between the interests of 
Roper St. Francis Healthcare and 
the interests of the individual. 
Further, RSFH teammates must 
work to avoid circumstances in 
which the acceptance of gifts or 
favors could result in the 
appearance of improper influence.   

As we near the holiday gift giving 
season it is important that 
teammates are familiar with what 
is, and isn’t, allowed.  Click here to 
access the full conflict of interest 
and gifting policies via the RSFH 
Document Manager Program. 
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