
 

In the News… 

Court Affirms $114 Million Judgement Against 3 South Carolina Defendants The United States Court of 

Appeals has affirmed a $114 million judgment against Floyd Calhoun “Cal” Dent, III, of Lexington, and his two 

co-conspirators, all of whom a South Carolina jury found liable for defrauding the federal healthcare programs 

Medicare and Tricare. (More) 

Fake Whistleblower Sentenced for Framing Georgia Hospital Employee Jeffrey Parker, of Rincon, GA, 

was sentenced to six months in prison after pleading guilty to one count of false statements.  Parker portrayed 

himself as a whistleblower while falsely accusing a former acquaintance of violating patient privacy provisions 

of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act. (More)  
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REGULATORY 

Suspicious Orders Report System  
As required by the Substance 
Use-Disorder Prevention that 
Promotes Opioid Recovery and 
Treatment for Patients and 
Communities Act the DEA has 
created  a new centralized 
database called  Suspicious 
Orders Report System (SORS).  
The SUPPORT Act requires that all 
DEA registrants that distribute 
controlled substances report 
suspicious orders to the DEA.  A 
“suspicious order" may include 
but is not limited to: an order of a 
controlled substance of unusual 
size; an order of a controlled 
substance deviating substantially 
from a normal pattern, and; 
orders of controlled substances 
of unusual frequency.   

For information on how reporting 
is handled at RSFH please contact 
Corporate Compliance or Legal 
Services.    

MEDICARE 

Prior Authorization Exemptions In a 
recently updated FAQ CMS 
announced they may elect to 
exempt a Part A provider from the 
Prior Authorization process upon 
the provider’s demonstration of 
compliance with Medicare 
coverage, coding, and payment 
rules.  This exemption would remain 
in effect until CMS elects to 
withdraw it.  Medicare contractors 
will calculate the affirmation rate of 
initial prior authorization requests 
and hospital OPD providers will be 
notified if their affirmation rate is 
90% or greater.  Providers who met 
this compliance rate threshold will 
receive a written Notice of 
Exemption in early March and will 
be exempt from submitting prior 
authorization requests for dates of 
service beginning May 1, 2021. 

More detailed information about 
the exemption process and 
subsequent exemption cycles is 
available in the Operational Guide. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Recovery Audit Contractors The 
RAC program was created by the 
Medicare Prescription Drug, 
Improvement and 
Modernization Act of 2003.  The 
RACs are responsible for 
identifying Medicare over and 
under payments and for 
highlighting common billing 
errors, trends, and other 
Medicare payment issues.  In 
addition to collecting 
overpayments, the data 
generated from RAC audits 
allows CMS to make changes to 
prevent improper payments in 
the future.  The RACs are paid on 
a contingency fee basis, and 
therefore only receive payment 
when recovery is made.  This 
makes the RAC program 
relatively low-cost and high-
value for CMS.   

Click here for a list of approved 
topics subject to the RAC’s post-
payment claims review.  
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