
 

In the News… 

Medtronic to Pay Over $9.2 Million To Settle Allegations of Improper Payments  Medical device maker 

Medtronic USA Inc. has agreed to pay $8.1 million to resolve allegations that it violated the False Claims Act 

and an additional $1.11 million to resolve allegations that it violated the Open Payments Program by failing to 

accurately report payments it made to a neurosurgeon to CMS. (More) 

Imposter Nurse Sentenced to Prison for Fraud and Tax Evasion Sonja Emery was sentenced to 65 months 

in prison for defrauding employers of over $2.2 million and evading more than $697,000 in taxes.  She falsely 

claimed to be a Registered Nurse licensed in New York, Georgia, Connecticut, and California, and provided 

employers with licensure numbers that belonged to other people.  (More) 
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REGULATORY 

Information-Blocking Rule Is 
Delayed The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services 
recently extended the compliance 
date for the information blocking 
requirements in the 21st Century 
Cures Act.  According to the final 
regulation, any action or inaction 
that knowingly interferes with the 
access, exchange or use of 
electronic health information 
may lead to disincentives or 
penalties. Information blocking 
won’t be tolerated unless a 
provider is required by law or falls 
into one of eight exceptions. 

Originally scheduled to take effect 
on November 2, health care 
providers must now comply by 
April 5, 2021.  The regulation 
applies to EHI, which is the same 
as electronic PHI under HIPAA to 
the extent it would be included in 
a designated record set. 

 

MEDICARE 

Reducing Opioid Use Disorder 
Hospitals and health systems are 
central to the fight against the 
nation’s opioid epidemic and 
RSFH is no different. CMS works 
closely with the CDC and other 
federal agencies to develop 
policies, procedures, and 
resources that promote 
appropriate opioid prescribing 
and person-centered pain 
management.  As required by the 
SUPPORT for Patients and 
Communities Act, CMS has 
assembled resources to help 
hospitals and health systems 
develop strategies for pain 
management and for opioid use 
disorder prevention and 
treatment. 

Click here for an extensive list of 
resources including education for 
hospital clinicians and patients, 
screening tools and pain 
management options.    

DID YOU KNOW? 

Conflict of Interest and Gifting 
Policies Teammates should 
exercise good faith in all 
transactions associated with their 
duties at Roper St. Francis 
Healthcare. Teammates may not 
use their positions or any 
knowledge gained from their 
positions in any way to create a 
conflict between the interests of 
Roper St. Francis Healthcare and 
the interests of the individual. 
Further, RSFH teammates must 
work to avoid circumstances in 
which the acceptance of gifts or 
favors could result in the 
appearance of improper 
influence.   

As we near the holiday gift giving 
season it is important that 
teammates are familiar with what 
is, and isn’t, allowed.  Click here to 
access the full conflict of interest 
and gifting policies via the RSFH 
Document Manager Program. 
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/6
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